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commonly called the swoon
theory. However recorded
indications of both pericar-
dial and pleural effusions
leave no doubt that Jesus
was dead

Having established that Je-
sus was indeed dead, I now
turn to the evidence for him
being alive after this time.
One cannot deny the de-
moralization of Jesus’ disci-
ples after his arrest and
execution. Equally undeni-
able is the defiance of au-
thority by these same disci-
ples within a short space of
time, and their proclama-
tion of Jesus as God. Many
of Jesus’ disciples were
killed for their proclamation
of Jesus as the risen Lord.
What had given them this
confidence and boldness if
not that Jesus had actually
been raised? What had
caused them to go from
hiding for fear of being as-
sociated with the one who
had been crucified to walk-
ing the streets shouting
about their association with
Jesus? There is also the
issue of the empty tomb
which needs some explana-
tion. By the late 50s, a
Christology had already
formed claiming Christ’s
resurrection.

For I delivered to you as
of first importance what
I also received: that
Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the
Scriptures, that he was
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buried, that he was
raised on the third day
in accordance with the
Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. Then
he appeared to more
than five hundred broth-
ers at one time, most of
whom are still alive,
though some have fallen
asleep. Then he ap-
peared to James, then to
all the apostles. Last of
all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also
to me. (1 Cor. 15:3-8)

In this excerpt from Saint
Paul’s letter to the church
in Corinth, he cites many
people who are reported to
have seen Jesus alive, in-
cluding himself. Written
around 30 years after Je-
sus’ death, Paul acknowl-
edges that a lot of those
claiming to have seen the
risen Jesus are still alive.
Those receiving his letter
could have easily verified
the truth of his claims. The
reference to the five hun-
dred brothers is a clear ap-
peal to accessible evidence.
In light of this evidence, it
is certainly reasonable to
believe that Jesus was seen
alive after his death; and
despite the obvious human
tendency to disregard such
an event on the basis of
personal experience, the
resurrection is the most
probable explanation.

On top of all the logic, all
the probability, and all the
intellectual inquiry, there
also exists a deep well of
experiential evidence that
cannot be expressed in
words. Indeed, the Chris-
tian faith is like a trampo-
line. When you come across
a trampoline, do you first

examine each spring, testing
its renewing force? Do you
carefully scrutinize the can-
vas, looking for imperfections
in its structure? For most
people, it is not a thorough
inspection of a trampoline
that assures them it works.
Rather, it is the experience of
getting on the trampoline and
jumping. Such is my appeal
to you. This paper has shown
it is not unreasonable to be-
lieve that Jesus was raised
from the dead and, as a re-
sult, that his claims to divin-
ity are reliable. It is therefore
reasonable to believe that
Jesus is, in fact, God. So
now, jump on!

BY

LACHLAN GRICE

Lachlan is a smart guy
who is also a fantastic
year 8 boys leaders.
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It's almost EASTER!! You
know what that means?
Yes, it's a good time with
family, it's a good time
with chocolate, and it's
fantastic to meet with our
larger family at church
and again be reminded of
Jesus and his death and
resurrection... but another
thing great about Easter is
that it occurs just before
PHATII

If you've been living under a
rock: PHAT is our year 7-12
camp. It is the CAMP OF ALL
CAMPS!!! Registration closes
this weekend... and April 11-
15 is going to be super-fun
as we head down the windy
road to Galston.

Our first issue of J-Walk was
a great success... great con-
tent and great feedback from
all of our readers. As well as
the 150 copies that were
given out at CCECYOUTH,
there were over 100 copies
downloaded from the inter-
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net. We'd love to hear your
feedback on any of the arti-
cles. Send feedback to
ccecyouth@gmail.com or
leave your comments at
www.ccecyouth.com

If you missed the 1st edition,
our hope for J-walk is that it
would be a great tool to help
you grow. A tool that will be
fun to read—but also help
you to:

1) Make sense of the world

2) Make sense of the Bible

3) See how the Bible helps
you to understand how to live
in the world.

This issue is jam-packed with
some great fun writing... we
hope that you enjoy these
articles and grow as a Chris-
tian from them. Most of all
we hope and pray that these
articles would point you to
Jesus... the one who died,
was buried, was raised, and
appeared. Be joyful in Jesus
this Easter... HE IS RISEN!
dnm

J-WALK ISSUE #002

CONTENTS

J-walking 04
MovieMusicBook Reviews 06
Going sub-continental 08
Confessions of a Scrooge 10
My PHAT Journal 12

Fav Bible Verse 14

5 mins with Andy 15

Making PHAT, PHATTER 16
Bible reading notes 18
Jesus’ is ALIVE 20

EBITORIAL
By
Dave Miers




JWALK
is
WALKING
LIKE
JESUS
PART TWO

By
Dave Miers

JESUS. The most mocked
man in all of history. If
you mock someone who is
homosexual you will have
stones throne at you from
every direction. Last year
a cartoonist in Denmark
mocked Mohammad with a
drawing in a local news-
paper—the result: the
death of a nhumber of peo-
ple in retaliation attacks.

Yet Jesus is mocked every
day. Society doesn’t care
less. Each week there would
be a “funny” cartoon mocking
a Christian or mocking Jesus
in a paper somewhere
around Australia.

Below is some graffiti from
the 3rd Century. The Greek

words read: 'Alexamenos
worships god'. You can see
Alexamenos on the left, wor-
shiping his 'god', who is a
man with a donkey's head,
hanging on a cross. The don-
key-guy is Jesus, and some-
one is giving Alexamenos a
hard time for worshiping
someone who was crucified.

Not many people take the
death of Jesus seriously.

In 2006 on Madonna’s Con-
fessions tour she finished the
show hanging on the cross in
a mocking way toward Jesus.

Not many people take the
death of Jesus seriously.

It's almost Easter.

When I speak to students in
local high schools—they’re
not quite sure if Easter is Je-
sus birthday or what? All
they care about is getting
some chocolate and holidays.

In one sense Easter isn't any
different from any other
weekend throughout the year
for Christians. Every week-
end as we meet at youth
group and church we are re-
minded of the death and res-
urrection of our Lord Jesus.
BUT Easter is a great time to
spend even more time re-
flecting on it and a great op-
portunity to talk to others
about why they should take
Jesus’ death and resurrection
seriously.

Last month we looked at
Mark chapter 8. Can you re-
member? We said that the
big question in the first 8
chapters of Mark was “Who is
the man?” People marveled
at Jesus and what he was
doing.

In chapter 8 the answer to
the question was made clear.
Jesus is the CHRIST. Not a
last name—but a title that
tells us something of who
Jesus is. Who is he? He’'s
the King that God promised
who would come and fix the
world.

From this point forward Mark
answers 2 questions: 1 What
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sinned. The scribes present
knew exactly what Jesus was
claiming here, giving rise to
their agitated response in
verse 6: "Why does this fel-
low talk like that? He's blas-
pheming! Who can forgive
sins but God alone?" At this
point, no conclusion must be
made about whether or not
Jesus is in fact God. But it
has been shown so far is that
it is reasonable to conclude
that Jesus claimed to be God.

In light of Jesus’ assertions,
many critics suggest that Je-
sus did not truly believe he
was God but was simply ly-
ing. Such a view has massive
implications for our view of
Jesus. It makes Jesus hypo-
critical for teaching others to
be honest. It makes Jesus
malevolent for telling others
to trust in him for their salva-
tion when he knew he could
do nothing. One must ask
though, what possible moti-
vation Jesus could have had
for claiming deity if he did
not believe he was divine. As
Josh McDowell has rightly
noted “If Jesus wanted to get
people to follow him and be-
lieve in him as God, why...
didn’t he go to Greece, where
they believed in various gods
and various manifestations of
them?” But for me, it is one
final implication that is most
striking. Were Jesus lying, he
is a fool, since his claims to
be God fuelled the Jewish
motivation for his crucifixion
(see Mk. 14 cited above).
Does anyone really die for
something they know to be
false? Would you die for
something you knew for sure
was not true? This view of
Jesus doesn’t match his life
and teachings and it is thus
unlikely that Jesus was sim-

www.ccecyouth.com

ply lying.

There does exist another
critique which asserts that
Jesus, although believing
himself to be God, was de-
luded. In diagnosing delu-
sion, psychologists look at
a person’s emotions. The
available records of Jesus’
life show no evidence of
inappropriate emotions. For
example, he cries at the
death of his friend Lazarus
(In. 11:17-36), a natural
response for an emotionally
healthy individual. Jesus’
emotional health, as well as
his ability to construct a
logical argument and his
valid perception of reality,
leads one prominent psy-
chologist to conclude that
Jesus was in fact mentally
much healthier than anyone
else he knows, including
himself. Another psycholo-
gist goes so far as to say
that Jesus holds the
“blueprint for successful
human life with optimism,
mental health, and content-
ment”. Accordingly, it is
highly improbable that Je-
sus was delusional.

However, all this conjecture
about honesty and mental
stability fades into the
background if it is true that
Jesus was raised from the
dead, a fact that we are
about to celebrate at
Easter. A resurrected man
is neither a liar nor a luna-
tic. Deceased eminent law-
yer Sir Norman Anderson
well understood the impli-
cations of the resurrection,
arguing, “if Jesus arose, his
claims to be Lord, God and
Saviour must be taken seri-
ously. If he lies in the
grave, he is only one
amongst many gurus”. As
Saint Paul puts it: “If Christ
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has not been raised, our
preaching is in vain, and
your faith is in vain” (1 Cor.
15:14).

The first step in establish-
ing the likelihood of the
resurrection is to show that
Jesus was dead beyond re-
suscitation. This has re-
cently been questioned as a
result of the speculative Da
Vinci Code. The Qu'ran,
written in the seventh cen-
tury, also denies Jesus’ cru-
cifixion suggesting that he
ascended to heaven alive
(Surah 4:156-159). Yet the
crucifixion of Jesus during
the reign of Pontius Pilate is
one of the most certain
things we know about Je-
sus. Second century Roman
secular historian Tacitus
attests to Jesus’ death in
his Annals (15:44). First
century Jewish historian
Josephus also mentions the
event in his Antiquities
(18.3.3). Although early
Christians have certainly
tampered with this passage
from Josephus, the refer-
ence to Jesus’ death is
widely accepted as part of
the original. Furthermore,
biblical references to Jesus’
death appear as soon as 30
years after the event (1
Cor. 15:3-4). With all these
attestations, it is highly
unlikely that Jesus was not
crucified. Some people,
though, suggest that Jesus
may have survived the cru-
cifixion and later been re-
suscitated. This view s




JESUS
Is

ALIVE

By
Lachlan Grice

Warning this arti-
cle isn't for the
feint hearted...

It is reasonable to accept
that Jesus is God

An interesting quirk has
arisen in modern spirituality.
People will freely and happily
talk about God, but as soon
as you mention Jesus, the
conversation will often stop.
This is due to the massive
divide over the question ‘Who
is Jesus?’ Some say that he
was simply a good moral
teacher, some that he is their
homeboy. Some say he was
a prophet just like any other.
Have you ever wondered if it
is actually reasonable to ac-
cept that Jesus is in fact
God?

It would certainly be unrea-
sonable to accept that Jesus
is God if he did not believe
this of himself. The earliest
gospel, the synoptic gospel of
Mark widely accepted as writ-
ten between 60 and 80 AD,
records an account of Jesus
claiming divinity when on
trial before the Sanhedrin

But he kept silent and did
not answer. Again the
high priest was question-
ing Him, and saying to
Him, “Are you the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed
One?” And Jesus said "I
am; and you shall see the
Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of power, com-
ing with the clouds of
heaven.” Tearing his
clothes, the high priest
said, "What further need
do we have of witnesses?
You have heard the blas-
phemy; how does it seem
to you?” And they all con-
demned Him to be deserv-
ing of death. (Mk 14:61-
64)

In this account, Jesus claims
to fulfil the role of the heav-

enly Son of Man prophesied
about in the Old Testament
book of Daniel (Dan 7:13-
14). While this phrase son of
man is used elsewhere to
simply signify humanity, in
the context of Mark 14, it is a
clear claim of Jesus to divin-
ity. Although the Son of Man
in Daniel 7 is a divine figure,
his deity is dependent on
God. Therefore, even though
Jesus is claiming to be divine,
there is a clear distinction
between himself and God the
Father. Paul Barnett explains
this distinction, describing
Jesus as “God in the sense
that, as his Son, he perfectly
represents the Father to us.”
This is not to say that Jesus
was any less God than God
the Father. Indeed, as Paul
says in Colossians 1:15, Je-
sus is “the image of the in-
visible God.”

However, Jesus goes beyond
this claim in Mark 14, identi-
fying himself by names and
phrases that describe God
(YHWH) in the OId Testa-
ment. For example, John’s
gospel records Jesus identify-
ing himself as "“the good
shepherd” (Jn. 10:11-16).
First century Jews would
have immediately remem-
bered the OIld Testament
passages referring to God
(YHWH) as the shepherd of
Israel (Ps 23:1; Is. 40:9-11;
Ezk. 34:11-31). Yet Jesus
claims this title for himself,
implying his unique identity
as God.

Another example is Jesus’
claim to forgive sins (Mk.
2:5-12). Jewish law restricts
this ability to God alone (Is
43:25). After all, no one can
forgive sin except the one
against whom all have
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does it mean for Jesus to be
the CHRIST? And 2 What will
it mean to follow Jesus?

In Mark 8:31 Jesus immedi-
ately answered the first
question... what would it
mean for him to be the
King?? It would mean that
he would die and rise again.

Jesus took his death very se-
riously. In the Garden of
Gethsemane (Mark 14) we
see that Jesus is willingly to
take upon himself that which
we deserve. We sin. We re-
ject God’s rule in our life.
Yet Jesus is willing to die and
take our punishment upon
himself.

Substitution.

This idea has been called
substitution. Like a substi-
tute teacher steps in and
takes over your class for the
day... JESUS steps in and
takes our punishment so that
we won't have to.

How seriously should we take
Jesus death?
We shouldn’t mock him like

www.ccecyouth.com

our 3rd Century Graffiti Art-
ist, or Madonna, or the per-
son that sits next to you in
Maths!

3 ways we should respond?

1) Trust him. Trust that when
he died he died in your place.
2) Love him. Delight in Jesus
the one who has saved you
from judgment.
3) Be like him.

"If anyone would come
after me, he must deny
himself and take up his
cross and follow me.
35For whoever wants to
save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life
for me and for the gospel
will save it. 36 What good
is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit
his soul? 370r what can a
man give in exchange for
his soul? 38If anyone is
ashamed of me and my
words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, the
Son of Man \will be
ashamed of him when he
comes in his Father's
glory with the holy an-
gels."”

We don’'t become Christians
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by WHAT we do. It's all
about what Jesus HAS
done.

But one of the ways to
respond to the death of
Jesus, is to be like him.

Deny yourself.
Take up your cross.

This is what Jesus did.
This is what ALL Christians
are called to do.

If you want to follow Je-
sus. That's what Jesus
did. Follow him.

It's not going to be easy—
we'll be tempted to be
ashamed of the cross.
We'll be tempted to laugh
with our friends when The
Simpsons makes another
joke about Jesus.

What will it look like to
deny yourself at school?
At home? On the inter-
net? With your boyfriend?
On the sporting field? In
your workplace?

J-WALK magazine is all
about encouraging you to
look at the way that Jesus
walked... to trust him... to
love him... and to live like
him.

Take His death seriously:
Deny yourself.

Take up your cross.
Follow him.

Do the j-walk

Wed love to hear H
your comments ...
ccecyouth.com




MOVIE
&
MUSIC
REVIEW

By
Alex Hartley

MOVIE REVIEW:

Film: Happy Feet

Rating: G

Release Date: 26th April 07
DVD

Happy feet, is just an ani-
mated musical really, which
may not seem like a draw
card for that many. Person-
ally I love all the animated
movies; you can not go past
Aladdin and the Little Mer-
maid, but surely skipping
over a bunch of penguins
running around singing and
dancing would be acceptable.
I mean really, Penguins? But
you will be missing out. It
may seen a little childish, but
when you’re zooming toward
Earth in the opening scenes
with well known pop songs
ringing in your ears it is hard
not to get caught up in the
excited anticipation. While at
times it is a bit weighed down
with the extensive and at
times sketchy narrative it is
definitely fun to watch.
Happy Feet follows the story
of Mumble the only penguin
it seems who can not sing,
apparently ever. He eventu-
ally leaves his home because
he doesn’t fit in and begins
the search of what is causing
the drop in fish. With covers
from the Beach Boys, Stevie
Wonder and the Beatles it is
a very amusing film. There is
not a lot we can apply from
the film to our lives as Chris-
tians except to watch the
ways in which we treat each
other. Jesus commands in
Matthew 22:39 ‘You shall
love your neighbour as your-
self’ and while it may seem
like a simple task it is some-
thing we need to work on
daily in our lives.

3 j-walkies

MUSIC REVIEW:
Band: Brand New

Album: The Devil and God
are Raging Inside of Me

Driving back from Copa in a
friend’s car was the first time
I heard The Devil and God
are Raging inside of me,
Brand News’ latest album and
Jesus Christ was the first
song we put on. One of the
biggest shifts from previous
album Deja Entendu is the
softer sound which the band
has produced, which has
been a steady and welcome
change. There's no forcing
the beats and lyrics trying to
get that rhyme exactly right
as it was on the last album.
The songs are carried by
Jesse Lacey’s bitter and re-
flective lyrics and comple-
mented with clever riffs and
a great drum backbone. The
first song ‘sowing season’ has
traces of the soft and loud
method we can recognise
from earlier songs but which
definitely works as a great
way to introduce the new
sound. Jesus Christ is by far
the best song of the CD. It
seems to tell a story of the
struggles sin, and while there
is no real structure, lyrically
to the song, it is unques-
tionably something we as
Christians can relate to. It
speaks of thinking you’re not
good enough, ‘And I know
you think that I'm someone
you can trust, But I'm scared
I'll get scared. And I swear
I'll try to nail you back up,’
which is something we all
struggle with even though we
have assurance we can have
a relationship through Jesus’
death. It furthermore raises
questions about the cross
‘Well Jesus Christ I'm alone
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HOW GOOD WAS PHAT!!
FOR THE REST OF THE
HOLIDAYS YOU MIGHT
LIKE TO REFLECT ON 2
THESSALONIANS

Jot down any questions you
may have and ask them at

church or when you get back
to youth group.

DAY ONE

Read all of 1 Thessalonians

How were you challenged and
encouraged on PHATO7 from 1
Thess?

What questions do you still have?

How can you pray?

DAY TWO
Read 2 Thess 1

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY THREE
Read 2 Thess 2

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY FOUR
Read 2 Thess 3

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY FIVE

Reflect on all of 2 Thess.

Spend some time praying from
the passage and praying for the
term ahead at CCECYOUTH.

POST-
PHAT
HOLIBAY
BIBLE
READING

2 Thessalonians

Pictures, Daily reading notes, videos, j-walk, articles + other stuff

Dave Miers
CCECYOUTH INRS
AD2005 - Term 4

Better quality recording @

Shred Hotham July ‘06

www.ccecyouth.com




PRE-PHAT

HOL HI.WW?
BIBLE
\.J\I.NNG

1 Thessalonians

ON PHAT WE WILL BE
LOOKING AT PAUL’'S
FIRST LETTER THE THES-
SALONIANS.

In the lead up to PHAT it
would be a great thing to
take 10 minutes a day to
read and pray over the pas-
sages that we will be study-
ing.

DAY ONE
Read 1 Thess 1

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY TWO
Read 1 Thess 2:1-16

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY THREE
Read 1 Thess 2:17-3:13

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY FOUR
Read 1 Thess 4:1-12

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

DAY FIVE
Read 1 Thess 4:13-5:28

What do you learn about God?

What do you learn about Jesus?

What questions do you have?

How can you pray?

CCECYOUTH COM is the place for the Iatest Blble Talks, Podcasts,

rimar® I" 3!

‘PHAT April AD20057: _
Dave Miegs &_Rﬁglt_-ﬂarri;- #

again. So what did you do
those three days you were
dead? 'Cause this problem's
gonna last more than the
weekend,” which are crucial
to us as we think of Easter
coming up. It is without a
doubt an album to challenge
you and one to listen to again
and again.

4 j-walkies

BOOK REVIEW
Humility: True Greatness
Author: CJ Mahaney

“God opposes the proud, but
gives grace to the hum-
ble” (James 4:6).

There is a huge difference
between wanting to be hum-
ble, and wanting to be
thought of as humble. Creat-
ing the appearance of humil-
ity is easy enough, but to
actually be humble is a much
harder task. CJ Mahaney’s
book is a great tool in think-
ing through how to cultivate
a humble heart. In the start
of the book, Mahaney takes a
biblical look at pride and hu-
mility and God’s reaction to
each. He then devotes more
than half the book to practi-
cal steps through which we
can strive for humility. These
practical tips are very helpful
in creating a heart more con-
cerned with God’s glory than
yourself and more intent on
serving others rather than
yourself. Firmly rooted in bib-
lical text and theology, this
book is well worth reading
and much needed for our
current generation.

4.5 j-walkies

BUY A COPY ON PHAT 07
www.ccecyouth.com

BOOK
REVIEW

By
Lachlan Grice




GOING
GLOBAL
INDIA

By
Dan Godden

Going Sub-Continental

I had never been to a real
overseas country. I've been
to New Zealand but that
doesn't really count. What I
mean is that I have never
been somewhere where you
can't just take your own
money and pass it off as local
currency. In January of this
year though, I went to India
with my Father-in-law. He
likes to think of himself as a
middle-aged Indiana Jones,
trekking the nations in search
of new experiences and cul-
tures. He wanted to show me
a part of the world that I had
never been to before so off
we went to India. There are
lots of benefits to travelling
to another part of the world.
One of them is the insight
and perspective that it gives
you into your own culture.
Another is the way that it
helps you to put a face to
that place on the World
around us and Getaway. A
third benefit is the way that it
gives you a greater sense of
what it means to be human.
It gives you a glimpse of
global humanity in a way that
you may not have had other-
wise. India is a place filled
with People, who live in over-
whelming Poverty, who are
obsessed with Religion.

So when I was asked to write

a J-walk article about India, I
thought I would look particu-
larly at these three areas:
People in India, Poverty in
India; and Religion in India.

People

Before I went to India 1
thought that it would be all
jungles, sweat and talking
bears, like in the Jungle
Book. Turns out I was wrong.
The first thing that I was
struck by when I landed in
Delhi was PEOPLE. People
were everywhere. There were
taxi drivers climbing over
each other to give us a ride
to Delhi; All the way along
the highway from the airport
to the city in the middle of
the night, people were walk-
ing; Even in Delhi the streets
would be filled with people
standing around right
through the night. Presuma-
bly they can’t lie down to
sleep because if everyone in
India did that at once they
would cover the country plus
half of Pakistan. It is a place
of people.

And the romantic notions of
jungles, tigers and young
man-cubs?

A myth.

Most of the scenery where I
went resembled western
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get the most out of it, it
would be a good idea for you
to read over the book before
camp.

2) Ponder

> When thinking about camp
and how much fun you are
going to have, think also of
others. How can you serve
those around you at camp?
Jesus, our Lord made himself
a servant and as Christians
we are to be imitators of him
and look not only to our own
interests, but also the inter-
ests of others. (Phil 2:1-11)
Come to camp with a servant
heart.

3) Pray

>Be praying for camp and all
those involved.

>Thank God for how he has
worked through PHAT in the
past to bring people into a
relationship with him and to
mature us to be more Godly
followers of him and pray
that through his word and
Spirit he will do it again.

>Here is a prayer you might
want to pray right now:

Thank you Lord for the op-
portunity we have to go away
together as a youth group
and be encouraged by your
word and each other.

We ask you to look after us
and grow us to be more like
your son Jesus.

We pray that you will give us
servant hearts and we will
honour you in all we do at
PHAT. Amen.

See ya there!
www.ccecyouth.com




MAKING
PHAT
SHATTER

By
Adrian Haynes

How to get more
PHATness out of
your PHAT.

The weather is getting colder,
leaders are having secret
meetings and whispering be-
hind backs, the last minute
rush to get permission slips
in has begun and I've been
looking for my Volleys. All
these things are a sign of one
thing:

PHAT is upon us.

And once again this year is
shaping up to be even better
then past PHATSs. Is it possi-
ble, could the youth team at
CCEC pull it off again and top

last year’s PHAT? Of course
we can, what sought of a
question is that!!

What has been so great
about PHAT in the past?

Is it the games? Is it mucking
around with friends? Is it just
not being at home or at
school? Well yes it is all these
things... but there is so much
more to PHAT than that.

One of the most exciting
things about PHAT is seeing
people growing to be more
godly and having a better

understanding of what it
means to be a Christian. This
is in fact the main Goal of
PHAT.

PHAT is a time for us to GLO-
RIFY God as we GATHER at
camp to study and hear His
Word so we may GROW in
our godliness and GIVE us
opportunity’s to serve others
and share the GOSPEL of
Jesus GLADLY rejoicing in
him.

The leaders are working hard
to prepare for camp to make
sure it is a encouraging fun
time. But there is lots you as
youth can do to prepare to
make sure you and your
friends get the most out of
PHAT.

1) Prep

> A pre PHAT fitness training
program with a focus on up-
per body strength and endur-
ance would definitely be a
good idea.

> And not to give anything
away but there has never
been a PHAT were some form
of camouflage would not
have been an advantage.

> We will be studying the
book of 1 Thessalonians this
year and to make sure you
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NSW. It was like going on a
trip to Dubbo with a billion
Indians. Although let me say,
if I were going to go on a trip
to Dubbo with a billion mem-
bers of a people group, you
can be sure that I would
choose Indians! India is a
nation that has eight differ-
ent races of people living in
it. These people all speak dif-
ferent languages and follow a
variety of religions. Yet, they
all seem to get along like a
house on fire. Everyone is
generally polite and hospita-
ble. Even the guys who try
and rip you off do it in such a
way that makes them seem
lovable and kind. Everyone is
keen to stop for a chat. I had
a three hour conversation
with a guy on a train about
politics, family and Jesus. I
met a bunch of guys from the
Kashmir who were running a
dodgy travel business and
then sending all their earn-
ings to terrorist cells back
home. I met a taxi driver
who goes home to see his
wife one weekend a month. I
went to a church that had
about 40 people in it and
they had no supper but peo-
ple stayed around and chat-
ted for an hour or so. Every-
one loves to talk.

Everyone has a story as well.
Most of them end with... ‘So,
can I have some money?’ We
ran into a boy who tried des-
perately to convince us that
he was doing a school project
where he needed to get some
money from Australians. Ar:\-'

- 'III .'_
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other guy told us he would
take us to an ‘incense com-
petition’. We ended up at his
sister's place buying aro-
matherapy oils.

I miss the people of India.
When I landed in Australia
there was a woman who
bumped into another woman
in the airport with her bag.
The lady who was bumped
turned and snarled ‘Hey.
Watch it.” I was not proud of
my country then. Indians re-
spect one another in a way
that Westerners do not. They
value community while we
love to isolate ourselves.
They live in each others lives
while we try to get out of
each other’s way. In India
‘church’ truly means family.
As I turned up at this small
fellowship in Bangalore, I was
welcomed as a brother. It
shames me to think of how
we would welcome an Indian
into our church.

All of this is a generalisation
and Indians hate the same
way that we hate. There is a
social system in India called
the caste system that has
bred hate and contentment
for thousands of years and is
only just now starting to be
healed. Il pick up much
more of this next issue where
I'll tackle poverty and religion
in India...

Check this article online and
leave your comments...
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AN
EASTER
EGG

SCROOGE

By
Jackson Stace

I don’t like Easter Eggs. I
was the child at home who
didn’t actually eat my Easter
day loot but rather stored
each egg like a trophy up on
a shelf in my room, tempting
every member of my house-
hold to eat until so many
months had gone by that
when opened, the chocolate
had turned a stark white.
This all isn't really that sur-
prising because I don’t really
like chocolate. But I particu-
larly don't like Easter eggs,
and I'll tell you why.

Every year at the local super-
market there is always the
same display at the end of
the centre aisle which dis-
plays large amounts of what
I like to call “The Super Egg”.
The super egg is roughly
40cm high and 20cm in
width. It is generally wrapped
in a single colour alfoil to em-
phasise the impact of this
size and then housed in an
A4 cardboard frame, typically
with a creepy smiling bunny
printed on the side. Further
down the aisle from these
Super Eggs are their varied
cousins: The smaller fist
sized egg, the tiny solid ver-
sion (packs of 25 to compen-
sate its size), the Bunny
shaped one which is hard to
eat with all it's curves and
isn’t even an egg (really, are
kids meant to believe the
Easter bunny is so egocentric
that it would drop off mini
edible replica’s of itself??)
and the humpty dumpty eggs
filled with smarties (because
the Easter message mix of
Jesus and a bunny rabbit
wasn’t confusing enough
someone decided to throw a
random nursery rhyme in for
good measure)
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FULL NAME: Andrew Bruce Bootes AGE: 20

Holden or Commodore: LOL... A Holden is a Commodore...
dumb question Dave!

Coke or Pepsi: Coke

Scrunch or Fold: Folder all the way...

League or union: Union... league has no tactics and need no
brains

Poo flavoured ice-cream or ice-cream flavoured poo: De-
pends on the mood. Go the 1st for a desert (cold factor)... and
the 2nd for a main (warm).

Soccer or cricket: Can’t watch cricket... fall asleep, so soccer
Rap or techno: Don't listen to either...

Comedy or Horror: Comedy for sure. No way would i choose
to scare myself!

Mac or PC: Whatever

Chocolate or Carrots: Chocolate

Drums or guitar: Guitar or either if i was able.

Mars Bar or Snickers: Snickers... I love the nuts!

Surfboard or body board: Surfboard - body boards are speed
humps.

When did you become a Christian? Around year 9

What are some tough times you've been through? Strug-
gle with sin in my life, I'm always doing things i don’t want to
do and struggling to do the things i want to do...

What has helped you to persevere through tough
times? My salvation doesn't depend upon my ability to be
good... at all. Reading God’s word. Knowing who God is and that
He is always the same. He is God and I'm not. He keeps every
promise He makes. He is in control.

What's your favourite Bible verse? Not sure if a favour- §
ite... but I've been preaching this one to myself a lot lately...
"I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes..." Rom
1:16. Need to remind myself that my mates need to hear
the Gospel.

What do you remember from growing up in CCECY-
OUTH? I remember a whistle in yr 9- that freaked me out! k
Good bible study times.

What do you love about being a CCECYOUTH leader? Get-
ting to know all the fellas... been there in their growth as a
Christian is really encouraging.

If you could hammer one message into the heads of year
10 boys what would it be? Grace alone...

What are you looking forward to about phat 07? night ses-
sion talks.. they have been gold!! 1 thess.. just hanging out.

www.ccecyouth.com

9
MINUTES
WITH
ANDY:
BOOTES

By
Dave Miers




MY FAY
BIBLE
VERSE
AN

WHY...

By
Rowena Miers

A favorite verse of mine is Phi-
lippians 3:14 which says

"Forgetting what
is behind and
straining toward
what is ahead, 1
press on toward
the goal to win
the prize for
which God has
called me heav-
enward in Christ
Jesus".

I like this verse because it re-
minds me to keep my eyes fixed
on heaven as the goal for which
I am straining towards in my life.
This verse supposes that the
Christian life is not always going
to be easy. In fact as outlined in
this verse the Christian life is
something that will involve
"strain" and possibly hurts in this
world. The goal of heaven
though far exceeds these past
hurts and the effort of persever-
ance in the Christian life. The
goal of heaven is a prize that
marks the end of our earthly
toils. This prize as the verse out-
lines is only possible through the
sacrificial death and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus Christ. God in
his goodness has given us this
hope in Jesus where Jesus took
the punishment that we de-
served for our rebellion against
God. Because of Jesus this world
is not all that God has in stall for
us but we have a hope for eter-
nity with God. For Paul the writer
of this verse this was a great
source of encouragement and
anticipation as it is likewise for
me.
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The problem with all these
eggs is that they are hollow
with a thin outer casing.
There is nothing inside ex-
cept unsatisfying air and so
the egg turns from being a
promise of much yummy
goodness to a deceitful lie. A
deceitful lie which tastes like
cardboard (everyone pre-
tends like it doesn't but
c'mon, it does) If melted
down, a normal sized egg
would probably only have the
same amount of chocolate as
a single square of chocolate
and yet somehow they cost
at least double the price.

Another problem with Easter
eggs is that they seem to
represent so many different
things that in effect, they
mean nothing at all. 1
googled the history of Easter
eggs and got so many differ-
ent answers it wasn’t funny.
Easter eggs apparently rep-
resent anything from the re-
birth of the earth for ancient
pagans, to a happy preg-
nancy for ancient Romans. Or
if you're referring to eggs
that have coloured spots on
them, some Roman Catholic
legends suggests that the
Virgin Mary cried tears on
some normal eggs when with
some soldiers and made lots
of colourful spots on them (a
feat which would have com-
plimented Gandalf’s fireworks
display nicely at Bilbo Bag-
gins’ Birthday).

You might quite enjoy eating
expensive cardboard fla-
voured chocolate. Good for
you. As for me—I'm looking
forward to another great op-
portunity to reflect upon our
Lord and Saviour’s death and
resurrection.  Praise be to
Jesus.

www.ccecyouth.com
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